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Welcome to
Darrick Wood School
Visitors to Darrick Wood frequently comment on our students’ excellent
behaviour, their positive attitudes to each other, to their teachers and to
their learning. They are impressed by the clean, well presented modern
facilities and the wealth of opportunities offered to students within
and outside the School. Our excellent results at GCSE and A level,
outstanding grading in successive Ofsted inspections, designation as a
Teaching School and numerous other national awards provide further
evidence to support our reputation for the highest quality education for
all and why Darrick Wood remains such a popular school.
This prospectus provides just a snapshot of
what we offer. Please refer to our website for
further information or visit the School to see
for yourself. I look forward to meeting you.

Dr M J Airey
Head Teacher

“Darrick Wood has been supportive and has
guided me to choose the right career. I have
enjoyed being a member of Darrick Wood and I
will miss the School when I leave because of the
positive environment and the friendly, helpful
teachers.” Student

“Education is preparation to live completely.”
Herbert Spencer

The Darrick Wood Way
Our approach is encapsulated in what we refer to as The
Darrick Wood Way. This combines our core values of respect,
responsibility and honesty with an ethos of high expectations,
where the School community works together to achieve the
best possible outcomes in all that we do. We show a reverence
for life, in accordance with the School’s motto, Revereor Vitam.
We provide a caring, secure and disciplined environment in
which to learn. Our curriculum is founded on strong academic
traditions, is broad and balanced and we encourage students
to participate in our wide range of enrichment activities.
Continual investment in the latest technologies and in the
development of our staff enables us to prepare students well
for life in a rapidly changing world.

“Teachers will go the extra mile to help
students achieve their goals. There
is a reason that places are so sought
after at Darrick Wood and that is simply
that it is excellent – Ofsted reports and
examination results speak for themselves.
Highly recommended.” Parent

A world class
education for all
Our vision is for our students to leave Darrick Wood confident
in their abilities to compete for education and employment
opportunities wherever they choose. We are dedicated to helping
all students achieve highly. We want them to get the most out
of life now and in the future. We aim for students to become
highly literate and numerate, technically proficient and culturally
aware. They should become dedicated to continuing their learning
beyond school and be compelling candidates for higher education
and employment, confident and ready to play important roles.
We aim for excellence inside and outside the classroom, providing
students with opportunities to fully challenge themselves.

“In Ghana we supported a community
project building an orphanage by making the
bricks needed. We also taught the children
basic IT, lived with local people, saw jungles,
swam in waterfalls and saw busy, bustling
towns. We met a lot of great people living
a hard, simple life that they were happy
to share with us. I will not forget this
experience.” Student

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence,
then, is not an act, but a habit.” Aristotle

“A caring school, with
dedicated and committed
teachers wanting to get the
best out of my child.“ Parent

The School
Darrick Wood School is a co-educational eight form
entry all ability school, which secured Academy
Status in 2010. The School is housed in modern
buildings on a very attractive site, surrounded by
woods, gardens and playing fields. Our excellent
facilities include a magnificent assembly hall,
specialist science and technology classrooms, a fully
equipped dance studio, a new 3G pitch, a spacious
sports hall, a fitness suite and a recently built Sixth
Form Centre.

Latest technology
Darrick Wood is traditional in many ways but we
are transforming the way we teach and learn and
are incorporating the latest technologies. Every
classroom has an interactive whiteboard and
projector and all teachers have a laptop. We are
developing the use of tablet devices as teachers
discover innovative ways to improve students’
learning.

World class learning
We provide a rich and varied curriculum but know that this only
becomes accessible to all through excellent, specialist teachers.
The School’s mission is to deliver the highest quality of teaching
and learning. Awarded Teaching School Status in 2013, our staff
benefit from up-to-date professional development programmes and
opportunities to collaborate with staff at a wide range of other schools.
We train new teachers for employment at Darrick Wood and elsewhere
and are committed to playing a central role in improving teaching and
learning nationally and internationally as part of our world class vision.
A vast range of subjects is available to be studied at Darrick Wood. Full
details are available on our website.

Partnership with parents
A strong partnership between school and parents means students are
able to make the most of the opportunities offered at the School.
Students flourish when teachers and parents work together to ensure
students wear correct school uniform, complete their homework and
follow the School Rules.
There is a well established Parents and Staff Association (PSA) which
organises many social functions and administers a large appeal
fund to which many parents make covenanted donations. The PSA
has generously provided major items of equipment to enhance the
opportunities available.

“The curriculum meets the
needs of students exceptionally
well, enabling them to make
outstanding progress.” Ofsted,
2009

High expectations
The School has very high expectations of all its students. School Rules,
a Code of Conduct and Home School Agreement together with a
consistent approach across the School ensure we maintain a high level
of discipline at all times. Students are expected to be punctual, to work
hard, aim high and embrace the wide range of enrichment activities
offered. We expect our students to be well mannered and have shared
ownership of our core values of respect, responsibility and honesty.
A smart uniform imparts a sense of belonging and helps to maintain
the positive ethos of the School. For these reasons full school uniform
must be worn by all students below the Sixth Form. In the Sixth Form
students dress as for a formal business environment.

Leadership
Part of our world class vision is to develop leadership skills across
the School including those of our students. Sixth Form Prefects are
elected by staff and students. They are led by a team of Senior Prefects
including a Head Girl and Head Boy. The Prefects provide support at
school events, lead form time activities, ensure high levels of discipline
during lunchtimes and model excellent behaviour for younger
students. Throughout the School a variety of other opportunities to
develop leadership is available through our School and Year Councils.
Responsibilities include developing and improving learning, assisting
in the appointment of senior staff and the organisation and planning
of school events. Leadership skills are also developed through very
popular schemes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

“Darrick Wood is a great school that carefully
balances exceptionally high standards,
traditional values and modern thinking. It is a
privilege to be able to work here.” Teacher

“Darrick Wood has provided a very rounded and
stimulating environment in which my child has flourished,
both educationally and socially.” Parent

Beyond the curriculum
Our popular enrichment programme is integral to school life. A
wide range of sporting activities is offered. Our annual Sports
Day is an extremely popular inter-house competition and there
have been many sporting successes, both individual and team,
at school, county, national and international level.
Students are encouraged to participate in the wealth of
musical opportunities offered including choir, orchestra, jazz
and rock bands. Dance and Drama are also very popular.
Several successful productions are attended by large audiences
every year. Clubs and societies including debating and public
speaking, computing, science and chess enable students to
challenge themselves, make new friends and develop new skills.
A Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
week encourages students to consider these areas for their future
careers and to make cross-curricular links.
Groups go to theatres, museums, art galleries and concerts for
relaxation, personal development or to support curricular study.
Students undertake fieldwork in Geography and Biology, whilst
numerous visits abroad serve to improve students’ awareness of
the lives and cultures of people in other countries, enhancing
their understanding of foreign languages. Recent visits abroad
have included a cultural tour of Italy, a Business Studies trip to
Barcelona, a Geography trip to Iceland and skiing in Austria.
For those wishing to challenge themselves even further we
offer the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, which has become
extremely popular in recent years and every two years a major
international expedition is held which in the past has included
visiting Malaysia and Ghana.

Commitment to charity and
community
We foster a sense of responsibility in students at Darrick Wood and they are
encouraged to raise money for charities of their choice. One close to our hearts
is our very own sister school, Darrick Wood School, Nepal, where for many years
contributions from students in Orpington have enabled children in Nepal to benefit
from an education they would otherwise not have had. Students also choose to
raise funds for many other causes including Cancer Research and Children in Need.

The education of deaf
children
Darrick Wood School includes provision for students whose hearing is impaired.
These students are full members of the School but are taught for some of their
lessons by specialist Teachers of the Deaf. Wherever possible, however, they are
included in main school classes and have full access to our curriculum.

Work-related learning and
careers guidance
We are committed to preparing students for future careers anywhere in the
world. Our curriculum includes a range of vocational courses and work-related
opportunities. Careers guidance is available at all key stages through the Personal,
Social and Health Education (PSHE) programme. Students regularly use our
well-resourced Careers Library and are given personal careers interviews. Work
experience is offered linked to the curriculum or to areas of employment of
particular interest to the individual. The School works closely with the Bromley
Education and Business Partnership to secure relevant placements.

“The quality of teaching and learning
in the Sixth Form are outstanding.”
Ofsted, 2009

The Sixth Form
Our popular and successful Sixth Form offers students the opportunity
to extend and improve their academic and vocational qualifications.
Students entering the Sixth Form are given professional advice and
guidance on their choice of subjects and career development. In
addition to a very wide range of A level and BTEC courses, all students
follow a core curriculum which includes PSHE and enhancement
activities such as Physical Education and Community Service.
The Sixth Form Centre includes a suite of 100 computers and a modern
common room and servery. All students are encouraged to participate
in a range of extra-curricular activities such as fieldtrips, cultural visits,
music and drama productions and sport. Each year starts with a team
building day.
The Sixth Form also offers students the opportunity to take
on responsibilities and assist at school events. Leadership and
communication skills are developed through the Prefect system, by
mentoring younger students and playing an active part in everyday
School life. We are committed to enabling Sixth Form students to
confidently move on to the very best universities and employment
wherever in the world they choose to go.
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